LS . N * 4 
n 6 75 FP) 
1 * N 20 


bees BED - 
N $UCccincT VIEW 
OF THE 
MISSION S 
5 | ESTABLISHED 
| AMONG THE HEATHEN 
BY THE . 
[ CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN. 
| | TO WHICH is ADDED, f 
A BRIEF ACCOUNT þ 
hy OF THE 5 1 
V 
WEST. Cog ESTABLISHED AMONG THE | 
5 ESQUIMAUX INDIANS, 
. | ON THE L. | AY 
. COAST OF LABRADOR. 
| LOND 0 N: 
b | Printed by M. LZwis, No. 1. Pater · noſter-Row, for TOE 
þ - BxeTarEn's Socizrr for the Furtherance of the 
Goſpel: and fold by M. Lewis, and at all Us 1 
BxeTarEn's CHAPELS. 3 
. W fi 


' 


ö 


A 
s UCCINCT VIEW 
OF THE 
FF 
16145110 15 
AMONG THE HEATHEN 
15 THE 
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN; 

O R 
UNITAS FRATRUM. 
Tt 


LETTER TO 4 FRIEND. 


N 
. 


L O N D O N: | 
Printed by M. Lewis, in Pater-noſter-Row ; 


And ſold by Meſſ. DIIL x, in the Poultry; Mr. Becxerr, 
oppoſite the New Church in the Strand ; and at all the. 
Brethren's Chapels, Mocclxxi. 


Price Six-pence.- 


9 


— — — — Gwäůĩ ̃ —-i 


E 1 


* 


TO A 
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London, id 26, 1770. 
My dear FRIEND, | 
HE laſt time we 1 an hour e our 
converſation turned upon the Miſſions which 
the Church of the Brethren has eſtabliſned among the 
Heathen, and the ſucceſs attending them. You then 
expreſſed a deſire to ſee a brief account of theſe miſſions, 
where they are eſtabliſhed, the fruits ariſen from Gon; 
and how they are A | 


I will attempt to perform this aſk; in as e brief a 
manner as poſſible. But I muſt firſt obſerve, that it is 
a fixed principle among us, that ** the Kingdom of 
© God is not in word, but in power :” conſequently 
the endeavours of the miſfonarics are not merely to 
teach the Heathen: the chief doctrines of the goſpel, 
with the view, that they may be able to repeat them 
by rote, and to give proper anſwers to certain queſ- 
tions; but their chief aim is, that the power of the 
93 A. 2 goſpel 
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goſpel may reach their hearts. As we are firml of the 
Apoſtle's mind, that © it is a faithful ſaying, and wor- 
ec thy of all acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into 
<< the world to ſave ſinners,” the Miſſionaries cannot 
look upon the converſion of a Heathen as real, unleſs 
he has felt the want of a Saviour, and his heart is tru- 
ly directed to Him who has died, that He might ſave 
ſinners from preſent and eternal damnation. And forty 
years experience has evinced, that the only effectual 
method to gain the attention of the Heathen, to awa- 
ken them to a ſenſe of their blindneſs and fin, and to 
Taiſe in them comfortable and aſſured hopes of a happy 
immortality, and of courſe to make them uſeful and 
moral fellow-citizens, is to follow the Apoſtle in his 
determination touching the ſubject of his preaching to 
the Corinthians, „not to know any thing among 
„ them, ſave Chriſt, and Him crucified.” Therefore 
it is now our invariable method, to ſet forth Jeſus 
« Chriſt beſore their eyes, as crucißed among them,” 
until their hearts are touched and affected with the 
amazing truth, that HE, © by whom all things were 
«© made, and without whom was not any thing made 
© that was made, was made fleſh and dwelt among 
* us,” and as a Man lived, ſuffered, was wounded, 
bied and died, to deliver ſinful men from their fins and 
eternal deſtruction. 


If in preaching to and inſtructing the Heathen at the 
beginning, an attempt is made to imprint gther truths 
upon their minds, before they have received this great 
truth, that God was manifeſted in the fleſh, and that 
He iuffered and died for us men and for our ſalvation, 


they 


E K. | 

they are-either intirely indifferent and inattentive, or 
they begin to exerciſe their ſpeculation upon what they 
have heard, but their hearts remain empty, and with- 
out any real impreſſion of ſuch truths. On the other 
hand, the word of the croſs is the power of God unto 
ſalvation to every one that believeth ; it ſeizes upon and 
operates in the heart, and is productive of the true con- 
verſion of it. For this reaſon it is a rule with our Bre- 
thren, that they never enter into an extenſive diſcuſ- 
ſion of the doctrines of God's being an infinite Spirit, 
of the Holy Trinity, &c. nor do they ſeek to open the 
underſtanding of the Heathen in theſe points, until 
they believe in Him, © in whom are hid all the treaſures 
* of wiſdom and knowledge.” As divine Grace alone 
can produce a true and living faith in them, the Miſ- 
fionaries proceed not to Baptiſm, until they diſcover in 
the hearts of the candidates a real work of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and a deſire to become obedient to the Goſpel. 
This caution makes it that' the progreſs feems rather 
flow. But experience ſhews, that thoſe Heathen who 
have been brought to the knowledge of Chriſt by the 
miniſtry of the Brethren, if they remain faithful to zhe 
grace they have received, prove an honour to the (Goſpel 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the fruits of the Spirit, 
mentioned in the holy Scriptures, appear in them. 
Then they become by their lives and converſation liv- 
ing witneſſes that Chriſt faves from fin, they are of 
courſe good ſubjects, and in general ſhew forth, after 
their Baptiſm, that they hays been made partakers of 
the true grace of God, 


Notwith- 


1 
Notwithſtanding the truth of what is here aſſerted 
and proved by numberleſs inſtances, we muſt confeſs, 
that the labour of our Miſſionaries among the Heathen 
is no eaſy employ, but requires much patience, and 
muſt be purſued with prayers and tears. The power 
of darkneſs among them, and the dominion of Satan, 
whoſe oppoſition is ſoon perceived by the Miſſionaries, 
the natural blindneſs and pride of the Savages, 
their heatheniſh prejudices againſt the truths of the 
Goſpel, their ſinful practices, the bad examples of ſo 
many who are called Chriſtians, the ſeduQtions laid in 
their way by pthers, and the unfaithfulneſs of ſome of 
thoſe who had been touched by the Grace of our Lord, 
are certainly ſuch letts and hindrances, that no abiding 
fruit could ſpring from the Brethren's labour, if a 
higher power than their own ſtrength, did not ſupport 
and render their labour ſucceſsful, Theſe and num- 
berleſs other difficulties the Brethren ſtruggle with in 
their undertaking, and nothing but an unconquerable 
deſire to bring ſouls to Jeſus could have carried them 
through all the difficulties and hardſhips that they 
have had to encounter. Indeed we have reaſon to praiſe 
and adore the Grace of our Lord, which has formed a 
people in the Church of the Brethren, who, knowing all 
difficulties, and having no proſpect before them, but 
to endure extreme heat or cold, with few or no con- 
veniencies of life, and no hopes of gain, have offered 


themſelves unto the Lord for bis ſervice among the 
Heathen, 


* 


South - America, and the Caribbee Iſlands, have 
proved ſo particularly fatal, that the effects of thoſe 
climates 
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elimates have been enough to deter thoſe who loved 
their Lives, from going thither. Many of our dear Bre- 
thren and Siſters have laid down their lives there, and 
ſome very ſoon after their arrival. 


I cannot aſcertain the number of thoſe who within 
theſe forty years have been taken off in thoſe coun- 
tries, yet I can ſay with certainty, that a number far 
exceeding one hundred have thus fallen in the attempt of 
gaining ſome Negroes and Indians as the reward of the 
travail of Chriſt's ſoul. Yet others have always been 
found who have not only readily accepted a call, but 
have voluntarily and earneſtly offered themſelves to 


ſupply the places of thoſe wo} were taken off in this 
ſervice, 


I muft here obſerve, that when a member of the Church 
of the Brethren has à particular impulſe in his heart to 
ſerve the Lord among the Heathen, he makes known 
his defire ( having firſt weighed it well before the 
Lord) to thoſe who are appointed to direct the affairs 
appertaining to the Miſſions among the Heathen, 
Then, when there i is a vacancy or a new Miſſion is be- 
gun, the deſire of thoſe who have offered themſelves, 
is taken into confideration, and after examining into 
the motives of their defire and their qualifications for 
this important employ, ſuch as are wanted, are nomi- 
nated, We hope that as long as this principle ruleth 
in the hearts of the Brethren, Chriſt died that we 
<< ſhould live unto Him in the world,” there will al- 
ways be found ſuch willing ſervants of the Lord, 
2 - Way lere not their lives unto the death,” but 44 

themſel ves 


E 
themſelves entirely unto the ſervice of their fellow- 
creatures for _ 8 ſake, 


* bere are at orefint no leſs than one hundred and 
ſixty members of the Church of the Brethren engaged 
in the ſervice of the Heathen, either as Miſſionaries, or 
Catechiſts, or Aſſiſtants to the Miſſionaries. 


As to the queſtion, where have the Brethren their 
chief Miſſions at preſent? I will here briefly recite 
the places. 


In Greenland or Davis's Streights, where the Miſ- 
fion was begun ſo early as in the year 1733, the Bre- 
thren have at preſent two conſiderable ſettlements. 
formed out of the converted Heathen, viz. at New 
Herrnhuth and Lichtenfels, as may be ſeen in Crantz's 
Hiſtory of Greenland, which was publiſhed in England 
in the year 1767. The number of the Greenlanders 
living with the Brethren at the end of the year 1769, 
amounted at New-Hernhuth to 54c, and at Licktenlels 
to 290. 


In the back part of our American Colonies, parti- 
cularly behind the provinces of Penſylvania, NewYork, 
&c. the Brethren have laboured among the Indians, 
ever ſince the year 1740, and the word of their teſti- 
mony has been bleſſed by the Lord. 


They begatt to publiſh the Goſpel in ſome villages 


of the Indians, which were called at that time Cheko- 


mekah, WW and Scattikok, and the firſt 


converted 
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converted Indians were baptized in the year 1742. 
In the following year, the bleſſing attending their mi- 
niſtry manifeſted itſelf particularly among the Mahi- 
kander and Delaware Indians; and fince that time 
many hundreds of theſe and of other nations have been 
embodied into tae Church of Chriſt by holy Baptiſm. 
It would exceed the bounds of this letter, to relate 
here the oppreſſing difficulties which our Brethren and 
the converted Indians underweat from the very begin- 
ning of this Miſſion. After a great variety of viciſſi- 
tudes a village was built by the baptized Indians on 
the Mahony in the back parts of Pennſylvania, and call- 
ed Gnadenhutten , where they dwelt with their Miſ- 
ſionaries and their aſſiſtants ſeveral years in peace and 
quietneſs, as a chriſtian congregation, But in the laſt 
Indian war this ſettlement was deſtroyed. The hoſtile 
Indians being irritated, becauſe the converted Indians 
would not join in the war againſt the Engliſh, attack- 
ed in the night of the 24th of November, 1754, the 
houſes of our European brethren, ſet them on fire; 
and thoſe who attempted to eſcape the fire, were ſhot 
at. Thus eleven of our Brethren and Siſters were ei- 
ther conſumed by the fire or ſhot, and only five 
elcaped. 


The Indians who had dwelt at Gnadenhutten fled 
different ways and were ſcattered, and ſhortly after 
their houſes were burnt by the hoſtile Indians. Moſt 
of the Indians, who thus fled, came afterwards, by 
degrees, to the other Settlements of the Brethren, and 
were received in Love, Ground was given te them 
| B near 


® Tents of grace, 


by, the Government till the end of the war. The 


time, by means of this and of other diſorders upwards of 
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near Bethlehem, our chief ſettlement in Pennſylvania, 
Here they built in the year 1757, a place called Nain, 
where they lived, for ſome time, in peace. But in the year 
1763, the cruel Indian war, which broke out affeſh, 
proved an occaſion of new ſufferings, Some of the 
white people were ſo violently exaſperated againſt the 
Indians, that they determined to cut off every one of 
them they could meet with, and actually murdered 
ſome poor Indians, not belonging to the Brethren, 
who were under the protection of the Government in 
and near the town of Lancaſter : Then they took the re- 
ſolution to cut off all theſe converted and truly peaceable 
Indians at Nain. The Governor and Council of Penn- 
ſylvania bumanely took them under their protection, 
and as there was no ſecurity for them in the country, 
they were eſcorted to Philadelphia, At firſt they were 
lodged on an iſland in the river Delaware, contiguous 
to the city, and afterwards in the barracks, where they 
remained under the protection of, and were maintained 


Miſſionaries lived there with them, and performed the 
functions of their miniſtry, ſo that the Indians had 
divine- worſhip the whole time of their ſtay there, 
Here the ſmall pox got among them, and, in a ſhort 


fifty departed this life in Philadelphia, Their patience 
and behaviour during all thefe circumflances was the 
moſt convincing proof to all who beheld them, that 
they were Chriſtians indeed. When the peace with 
the Indians was concluded, anc the rage of the white 
people” abated; they obtained the approbation of the 
Governor of Peunſy lvania, and of the Council of the 


iA 
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Six Nations in Onandago, to form a Settlement far 
back in the Country, at a place called Wihiluſing. 
To this their Settlement they gave the name Friedenf- 
-hutten *. Here they have built a pretty Indian town, 
where they live at preſent with the Miffionaries, and 
enjoy peace. Many Indians from different parts come 
to them, and the bleſſed Goſpel is preached with 
ſucceſs; and ſome of them who were ſcattered, as 
above related, returned to them. The inhabitants of 
a neighbouring Indian town on the Suſquehannah, 

called, Iſhechſhequanik, about thirty miles from 
Friedenſhutten, having been viſited by the Brethren, 
and heard the Goſpel with an impreſſion thereof upon 
their hearts, requeſted that a Miſſionary might be ſent 
to them, which has been complied with, after the ſaid 
Indians had ſought for and obtained the approbation 
of the Council of the Six Nations thereunto. In this 
village the Word of Atonement is preached with bleſ- 
fing, and ſeveral of the ſaid Indians are already bap- 


\..% 


As ſeveral of the Indians dwelling on the Ohio 
. came alſo to Friedenſhutten, and were convinced of 
the truth of the Goſpel, they brought the report thereof 
to the reſt; and by this means a whole tribe of the 
Indians on the Ohio ſent a meflage, praying the Bre- 
thren to ſend a Miniſter to dwell among, and preach 
the Goſpel unto them. In conſequence thereof, Bro- 
: ther Zeiſberger, with ſome believing Indians, went in 
| the year 1767 to Goſhgoſhung on the Ohio, to preach 

the Goſpel. They were at firſt received with much 


hy * Tents of peace, 
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ſeeming heartineſs; but a Heathen who had ſet up as 
a teacher and preacher, and pretended to particular 
Intercourſes with God, ſtirred up others againſt, Bro- 
ther Zeiſberger. Thus he was in danger of his life, 
and ſundry attempts were made againſt it. Neverthe- 
lefs he, and the Indians who came with him, continued 
preaching the Goſpel daily, and ſpeaking with thoſe 
who were willing to hear of the great ſalvation wrought 
out for, and now offered unto them. The only Chief 
at Goſhgoſhung, an aged venerable blind Indian, being 
convinced in his heart of the Truth, adhered to the 
| believing Indians. Some Chiefs of the weſtern Indians 
invited Brother Zeiſberger, and his congregation, to 
come and live in any part of their Country he ſhould 
chuſe. Thus the ſtorm raiſed againſt Brother Zeiſ- 
ceaſe, they did not ſhow it in ſo open and violent a 
manner. Brother Zriſberger, his Indians and ſome 
who deſired to hear the Word, moved their Huts fitſt 
to Lawunakhannek, a place about three miles from 
the Indian town Goſhgoſhung up the Ohio ; and they 
ſoon reaped ſome fruit of their labour and danger by 
the Baptiſm of the venerable old Chief Allemewi, 
whom they called Solomon, and of ſome others. Being 
again invited by the weſtern Indians into their Coun- 
try, Brother David Zeiſberger and all the Indians 
who dwelt in Lawunakhannek, together with ſome 
from Goſhgoſhung, removed into that country. They 
travelled by water on the Ohio in Canoes to Pittſburg; 
and twenty miles below this place they left the Ohio, 
and went up the Beaver Creek, and after a journey 
of ſixteen days up that river, they ſettled at a place, 
Which 
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which they called Languntoutenunk, that is, the city 
of peace. Several Indians, who deſire to hear the 
Goſpel, have obtained leave to live there with them, 
and others are flocking to them. By the laſt accounts 
from thence, we find that ſome were baptized, and 
there is a hopeful proſpect that the Harveſt will be 
great among the more weſtern Tribes of Indians, mw 
ſeem at preſent deſirous that the Goſpel * 
preached unto them. 


Beſides * aforeſaid three places and 25 inhabj- 
tants, there are ſtill many Indians in that diſtrict, who 
have heard the Goſpel preached: by the Brethren, and 
are convinced in their hearts of the truth thereof. Tbe 
various and very difficult circumſtances which the In- 
dian congregations have laboured under, proved an 
occaſion, that many alſo who had been baptized, were 
ſcattered ; and thus they came into ſuch parts of this 
vaſt country, as had never been viſited by the Bre- 
thren. Theſe poor ſcattered Indians have made known 
the doctrines of the Goſpel to thoſe among whom 
they went, although many of them ſuſtained damage 
in their own ſouls, ſuffering themſelves, by degrees, 
to be ſeduced, and relapſing into the ſins uſual among 
the Indians, Several of theſe have however returned 
to the good Shepherd Jeſus Chriſt, and have implored 
wich tears, and obtained, forgiveneſs from him. All 
theſe ſcattered Indians are ſought after by the Brethren, 
and all poſſible care is taken of them, that they may 
be reſtored to grace. 


Before 
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Hefore 1 leave the continent of America, I muſt 
mention our Miffion in Surinam and Berbice in South 
America. The Miffion in Surinam was begun in the 
year 1736, and that in Berbice in 1739, and ſome 
years after they were united at Pilgerhuth in the back 
patts of Berbice. At this place an Indian congrega- 
tion was collected, chiefly out of the Arawak nation, 
which congregation was in a flouriſhing and fruitful 
ſtate for ſome years, and ſome hundred Indians were 
baptized there. But grievous and difficult circumſtances 
"were alſo not wanting here. The departure of ſeveral 
falthful and particularly bleſſed Miffionaries out of this 
'Vife gave us and the Indians great pain. At length in 
the year 1763, during the well known rebellion of the 
" Negroes, this whole ſettlement was deſtroyed, the Miſ- 
fioharies were obliged to retire, and the Indians were 
| ſcattered, Before this painful event, in the year 1757, 
another ſettlement was eftabliſhed on the river Sarameca 
in the province of Surinam, as a gathering-place for 
the Indians, and it was called Sharon. But in the 
year 1761, the Mifflonaries and the Indians who dwelt 
there, were attacked by the free Negroes, who burnt 
- their houſes, killed ſome of the Indians, took ſome 
priſoners, carried them away with them, and diſperſed 
the reſt. However this place has been ſince rebuilt 3 
the ſcattered Indians have aſſembled there; ; and now a 
little En congregation dwells there with the Mi- 
* Gonaries, 
On the river Corentyn, on the borders of Berbice, is 
_the : ſecond Miſſion ſettlement, where, at a place called 
Hope, 


„„ 
Hope, not only. the Miſfonaries, and a number of con- 
verted Indians are collected, and live, but the Indians who 
were formerly baptized at Pilgerhuth, and who now 


dwell not, far from Hope in the Savannah, "HY. 10 
them and hear the Goſpel. 


A few years ago the Free-Negroes, who form a 
kind of a Republic behind the European Settlements, 
and who attacked our Settlement at Sharon, have in- 
vited our Brethren to come and preach the Goſpel to 
them. Some live now among them; our Lord bleſſeth 
their labour; and a Captain of theſe free Negroes is 
brought, through Grace, to a ſenſe of his ſins and 
miſery, and of the want of a Saviour. 


Some Brethren live alſo at Paramaribo, the chief 
town in the Country, to aſſiſt towards the ſupport of 
the aforeſaid three Settlements, and to facilitate the 
correſpondence with them, 


I will now turn to the Caribbee Iſlands. 


The firſt Miſſion of the renewed Brethren's Church 
was to the Ifland of St. Thomas, occaſioned by a Ne- 
groe, who viſited Herznhuth, and told the Brethren, 
that his poor Mother, a Negroe in St. Thomas, would 
be glad to hear of the Saviour. This ſtirred up 2 
deſire in ſome to go thither, and our late Brother Leon- 
ard Dober, afterwards a Biſhop, of our Church, re- 
ſolved, for the ſake of. theſe poor Heathen, even to be- 
come a flave himſelf, if he could find no other, means 
of preaching the Goſpel to the Negrees. He went to 
, St. 


. 
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St. Thomas in the year 1732, and began to declare to 
them the Word of reconciliation. He was followed 
by others, and the teſtimony of the death of the Lord 
of Life and Glory for the Sins of the World began to 
operate upon the hearts of the poor Negroes. The 
firſt of them were baptized in the year 1736. An 
oppoſition then aroſe. . The · white people, from falſe 
political principles, dreaded the converſion of the Ne- 
groes to Chriſtianity, The Miſfionaries and thoſe 
Negroes who came to them to hear the Goſpel, were 
obliged to endure and ſuffer much, The Jate Count 
Zinzendorf, whoſe Zeal for the happineſs of his fel- 
low-Creatyres, and particularly of the Heathen, could 
not be reſtrained by any difficulties, arrived in St, 
Thomas in the year 1739. He found ſome of the 
Miſfionaries in priſon 3 but upon his requeſt, the Go- 
vernor ſet them at liberty. From that time the Goſ- 
pel has been preached here uninterruptedly, although 


the Negroes have, even ſince then, undergone many 


hardſhips and borne many afflictions for the ſake of 
the Goſpel. l 


The Miniſtry of the Brethren in St. Thomas, and in 
the two adjoining Iſlands St. Cruz and St. Jan, has been 
crowned with great ſueceſs, ſo that many thouſand pcor 
benighted Negroes have been enlightened and have be- 
lieved in the Name of Jeſus, and been brought to the en- 
joyment of the Bleſſings purchaſed for ſinners by his Blood. 
Theſe Negroes are alſo a proof that a genuine reforma- 
tion in principles and practice is always inſeparable from 
true converſion, and the Proprietors of the eſtates ac- 


knowledge this to be the Fruit of the Goſpel, that their 


ſlaves, 
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faves, ſince they have believed in Jeſus, are become 
faithful, obedient; and diligent *; yea, the Magiſtrates 
themſelves have more than once declared, that the 
baptized Negroes are a greater ſecurity to them than 
their forts, The Brethren have built Chapels for the 
Negroes for divine worſhip.in each of the three Daniſh 
Iſlands, and the number of Negroes who are now 
under the Brethren's care, amounts to about 6000 ; 
very, very many have departed this life joyfully in re- 
liance upon the merits of our only Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chrift; | 


In the year 1754 ſome Gentlemen of conſiderable 
poſſeſſions in Jamaica, being much concerned for the 
ſalvation of the Souls of their poor Negroes, deſired 
that a Miſſion might be eftabliſhed in that Iſland, 
which was agreed to, and they, with a Zeal that is 
uncommon in our day, made the beginning of this 
Miſſion eaſy to thoſe who have the care of the Miſſions, 
and have hitherto liberally contributed to its ſupport. 
This Miſſion has been the only one begun by us with 
ſich encouragement in the beginning. It was ſoon 
ſeen that the Holy Ghoſt had prepared the hearts of 4 
many of the Negroes to receive the Gofpel, and ſome , 
fruits appeared quickly. But though the difficulties from 
without were not of ſuch a nature as to obſtruct the 
labour of the Brethren, as was apparently the caſe in 
other places, yet in a few years the feed which had 
C ſprung 


d This Account is confirmed, in the cleateſt manner, by the Right 
Reverend Biſhop and Chancellor Pontoppidan in Copenhagen, in his Pre- 3 
face to Lewis Ferdinand Roemer's Account of the Coaſt of Guinea, 1760. 
Set the Preface to Crantz's Hiſtory of Greenland, page 20. 
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ſprung up, ſeemed to wither and die away. But within 


theſe laſt years, there has been a moſt bleſſed revival, 


and the word has been preached at ſeveral places in 
the iſland, with ſuch ſucceſs, that there are now ſeveral 
Congregations of. baptized Negroes, who adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour. 


In the Iſland of Antigoa a Miſſion has alſo been 
eſtabliſhed ſince the year 1756, Though the progreſs 
of the Goſpel has not been ſo rapid, nor the effects ſo 
ſtriking here as in ſamaica; yet many Negroes have 
received the Word of Atonement with joy, and are 
become partakers of the redemption in the Blood of 
Chriſt, The Brethren have a houſe and chapel at 
St. John's, where, according to our lateſt accounts, 
many Negroes attend the preaching conſtantly. The 
Brethren preach alſo to the Negroes on ſeveral Planta» 
tions. 


The laſt Miſſion ſent to the Caribbee Iſlands was to 
Barbadoes. The Negroes on this Iſland were often 
the ſubject of the thoughts and prayers of many of the 
Brethten; but when the way and manner of eſtabliſh- 
ing a Miſſion there was taken into conſideration, we 
ſaw difficulties which ſeemed inſurmountable, After 
making an attempt which did not anſwer, in the year 
1765, a Brother in England reſolved to go thither, 
truſting in the Lord that he would give ſucceſs to his 
attempt to bring. the Negroes, to the knowledge of the 
truth. He was j ined ſoon by another Brother 
fron America. Theſe Miſſionaries found favour in the 
eyes of ſome of the Gentlemen cf the iſland, and many 


Negroes 
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Negroes ſhewed a deſire to hear the glad tidings of 
redemption from ſin by the Blood of Chriſt. The 


work of the Holy Ghoſt was ſoon apparent. The 
Miſfionaries were enabled to purchaſe a ſpot of ground, 
to fit up a dwelling for themſelves, and a hall in which 
the Negroes could meet. Many fruits already appear, 
and ſome Negroes have been baptized, ' 


| Beſides theſe Iſlands on which Miſſions are eſtabliſhed, 
the Brethren have viſited ſeveral others: and as the 
Negroes, who have received the faith, are often either 
ſold or tranſported to eſtates of their maſters on other 
Iſlands, they have brought the glad tidings of great joy 
to the Negroes there; and we have reaſon to believe 
that they prove a good ſalt, even where there are no 


eſtabliſhed Miſſions. 


We will now turn our eyes to Aſia, though I can- 
not give you ſo joyful an account from that Quarter of 
the globe, as you have above from America. 


In the year 1759, with the concurrence of the Court 
of Denmark and the Aſiatic Company at Copenhagen, 
a Colony of Brethren went to Tranquebar, in the 
neighbourhood of which they formed a Settlement, 
with a view to a Miſſion among the Indians on the 
coaſt of Coromandel, and particularly to eſtabliſh a 
Settlement on the Nicobar Iſlands, At length, in the 
year 1768, they accompliſhed what they had almoſt 
given up, as impracticable, viz. the eftabliſhmeart of 

a ſmall Colony in the Nicobar Iſlande. The Indians 


received them kindly, gave them land to live on, and 
C23 by 
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by the laſt accounts we have reaſon to believe, that as 
our Brethren learn the language, thoſe poor Indians 
will reap the bleſſings of the Goſpel Of the fix who 
went the firſt time to theſe Iſlands, two departed this 
life very ſoon, Et: 

Some Brethren have alſo gone to Ceylon at two 
different times, to try, if poſſible, to bring the Gofpel 
among the Cyngaleſe; but they could not obtain their 


aim, though their abode there was not entirely with- 
out fruit, 


In the year 1747 two Brethren went to Perſia, with 
the view of finding the followers of the ancient Magi or 
Gauri ; but they could not obtain their aim, on account 


of the troubles of the war, which raged there at that 
time, 


The Empreſs of Ruſſia having granted the Brethren 
ſome land in the Kingdom of Aſtracan, on the banks 
of the Wolga, a Colony is now eſtabliſhed there, and 
we are not without good hopes, that God will bleſs 
and enable them to bring the Goſpel among the Hea- 
then who are on the borders of that country, and who 
already ſhew a particular affection for them. 


Thus in Aſia a beginning is made, and we cannot 
but hope, that our Lord, who has opened the door, 


will grant us to fee the ſame happy effects as are evi- 
dent in ſo many other places, 


Touching 
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Touching Africa. 


The fruits of the travail of Chriſt's Soul upon the 
natives of this Quarter of the Globe, are ſeen in the 
greateſt numbers among the Negroes in the American 
Iſlands, who came from the Coaſt of Guinea, and 
other parts of Africa, Even as early as in the year 
1737, two Brethren went to Guinea, to preach the 
Goſpel to the Negroes there ; but one of them depart- 
ing this life ſoon after their arrival, no farther attempt 
was made to eſtabliſh a Miſſion on the Coaſt of Gui- 
nea till the year 1767, when at the deſire of the 
African Company at Copenhagen, and after an agree- 
ment had been made by the ſaid Company, and con- 
firmed by his Daniſh Majeſty, five Brethren went thi- 
ther in one of the Company's ſhips. But very ſoon 
after their arrival three of them, among the reſt the 
chief Miſſionary, were taken off by a malignant fever. 
The remaining two ſpent ſome time in a ſickly ſtate at 
the Daniſh fort; but laſt year three Brethren more 
went to them, attended by another to aſſiſt them in 
ſettling in their proper habitation. One, of the three 
who went laſt, departed this life ſoon after their 
arrival. | 


The Daniſh Governor preſented the Brethren to the 
King of Achem, who rcceived them into his friendſhip, 
and gave them leave to ſettle in any part of his terri- 
tories wherever they might chuſe. Thereupon they 
{ought out a proper place, where, by the laſt accounts, 
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they were employed in building a houſe, in order to 


enter upon the work of the Miſſion, 


An attempt has alſo been made to bring the Goſ- 
pel among the Hottentots at the Cape of good Hope. 
Our Brethren lived five years among them, begun a 
ſchool with the children, and baptized alſo ſeyen adult 
Hottentots. But certain circumſtances interfering, this 
Miſſion could not be continued. 


I could alſo give you an account of ſome other at- 
tempts of the Brethren towards the furtherance of the 
Kingdom of Jeſus in Africa, but as they do not pro- 
perly belong to the claſs of Miſſions among the Hea- 
then, I will only name two to you. 


One of theſe Attempts has the Copts in Egypt and 
Abyſſinia for its ſpecial object; and three Brethren 
are now reſident at Cairo in Egypt, for that purpoſe, 


The aim of the other was directed to the ſalvation 
of the poor Chriſtian ſlaves in Algiers. Our Brother 
Richter went thither in the year 1740, where he, 
while preaching to the ſlaves ſick of the plague, got 


the ſame diſorder, which proved the means of his 


diſſolution. Another Brother ſtayed there from the 
year 1744 to 1748, ſerving, and preaching to the 


I will not take up more of your time in relating 
many other important and ſtriking incidents attending 
: our 
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our Miffions. But I cannot conclude this part of my 
letter without mentioning our preſent attempts tv form 


a Miſſion on the Coaſt of * among the —_ 
Eſquimaux. 


In the year 1752, ſome merchants in London fitted 
out a ſhip for that Coaſt, and they had the good In- 
tention of affiſting the Brethren to form a Miſſion 
among the Indians there. Accordingly four Miſſio- 
naries went with this ſhip, and took the frame of, and 
materials for a houſe with them, intending to ſtay in 
that Country, and to dwell among the Indians. "They 
arrived fafely upon the Coaſt, and the Miſſionaries 
erected their houſe on a convenient ſpot, The ſhip 
failing farther northwards, with a view to trade, ſome 
Eſquimaux came on board, and appeared very kind and 
loving; but at length enticed the mate, who was a 
Brother, and ſome others away from the ſhip, under 
the pretence of trade, and chen murdered them. Af 
ter thoſe on board had waited ſome days in vain for 
the return of their companions, they failed back to 
the place where the four Brethren had built their 
houſe, and from thence to Europe. The four Mit- 
ſionaries were obliged to return with the ſhip, to help 
to work her; though ſome of them left Labrador with 
great reluctance, notwithſtanding the imminent danget 


to which they would be expoſed by their ſtaying alone 
among the cruel Savages, The fame veſſel ſailed rhi- 
ther again next year, and the bodies of thoſe who had 


been murdered were found; but that was all they * 
tained by i mo voyage. 


Stilt 
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Still the Eſquimaux were objects of our ſpecial at- 
tention; and in the year 1764, a Brother, who had 
been in Greenland, and had learned the Greenlandiſh 
language, being continually impelled in his own mind 
to go among the Eſquimaux, went with the blefling of 
the Congregation to Newfoundland, and from thence 
to Terra Labrador, where he, after ſurmounting many 
difficulties, got a ſight of the Eſquimaux. It was a 
great joy to him, and no leſs a ſurprize to them, that 
they could underſtand each other. By this means it 
was diſcovered, that the ſuppoſition of our Brethren in 
Greenland, that the Eſquimaux and Greenlanders 
were originally the ſame nation, was matter of fact; 
and thus a friendly intercourſe commenced between 
the Brethren and the Eſquimanx, 


In the year 1765, the ſame Brother, with three 
others, went again to Newfoundland and to the Coaſt 
of Labrador, being encouraged thereto by the worthy 
Governor of Newfoundland, Commodore Palliſer, 
by the Board of Trade and Plantations, and by the 
Lords of the Admiralty. Two of them went from 
Newfoundland in a ſmall veſſel, to reconnoitre the 
Coaſt, but to little purpoſe. But the chief conſequence 
of this voyage was, that at length the Eſquimaux 
came down to Chateau Bay, and our Brethren had 
frequent Opportunities to ſpeak with them of their 
Creator and Redeemer, There was alſo a peace and 
treaty concluded between the Eſquimaux and the Engliſhy 
and the former promiſed that they would be obedient to 
His Majeſty King George, &c. By this interview the 

Brethren 
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Brethren and the Eſquimaux became better acquainted, 


and the latter invited the former to come and live 
among them, 


As it was the wiſh of the Brethren to be a Blef- 
ſing to this nation, and to reſide among them, fo we 
could not but defire to have it in our power to form 
a Settlement among thoſe Heathen, and to have ſuch 
a parcel of land, that the Eſquimaux who ſought 
their Salvation, might dwell there together unmo- 
leſted. Application being made to Government for 
a grant of land, we met with all the encouragement 
we could wiſh: but the execution of the Grant was 
delayed till the year 1769. In the mean time, a 
company of Eſquimaux coming in the year 1768 to 
Chateau Bay, began again their old practices of mur- 
dering and ſtealing. Theſe were attacked by a party 
of Engliſh, and ſeveral were killed on the ſpot, and 
ſome taken priſoners and brought to Newfoundland. 
But a Woman, and her Son about ſix years old, and 
a Boy of about thirteen or fourteen years old, were 
brought to England. This boy was given by Governor 
Palliſer to the Brethren's Society for the furtherance of 
the Goſpel. The Woman and her Son were treated wich 
great kindneſs, and Her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs 
Dowager of Wales, the Duke of Glouceſter, and ſundry 
perſons of diſtinction took notice of her, and loaded her 
with preſents. She was ſent back with her ſon in the 
year 1769, by the officer with whom ſhe came to En- 
gland. The above mentioned Boy, whoſe name was 
Karpik, lived ſome time with us in Chelſea, and was 
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a real pleaſure to all thoſe who ſaw him. He was 


lively, docile, and of quick natural parts; and though 


he had ſometimes fits of ſullenneſs and obſtinacy, yet 
in general he was very good natured. He was in June 
1769 ſent to our Settlement at Fulneck in Yorkſhire, 
under the care of one of the four Brethren who had 
made the voyage to Labrador in 1765, and who could 
ſpeak Greenlandiſn. Karpik was taught here to read 
and write, and made a good proficiency. His kind 
Guardian ſpoke much with him of the miſerable 
ſtate of an unreconciled ſinner, and of the love of his 
Creator. His heart was touched and often affected, and 
he would at laſt begin to aſk queſtions upon theſe heads 
himſelf. At length he was taken ill with the ſmall pox, 
The Miſſionary, finding that he really was a proper 
ſubje&, baptized him on his ſick bed, in the preſence 
of as many as the room where he lay could conve- 
niently hold; and the baptiſm was tranſacted in the 
Eſquimaux language: Soon after he, as the firſt fruit 
of this ſavage nation, departed with jcy, calling upon 
the name of the Lord. We felt pain on account of 
this loſs; for we loved the Youth, and hoped, that 
he would in time prove of real ſervice to his na- 
tion, 


Every thing touching the intended ſettlement be- 
ing agreed upon, ſome Brethren in London reſolved to 
form a Company, and fit out a ſhip to carry the 
Miſſionaries to the Coaſt of Labrador in order to 
viſit the Eſquimaux, to fix upon the laud on which 
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a future ſettlement ſhould be made, and to prepare 
every thing in the beſt manner they could for that 
purpoſe, Accordingly a ſhip was bought, and fitted 
out, and failed in May 1770. Three Brethren went 
as Miſſionaries, and ſeveral! accompanied them as aſ- 
ſiſtants, Our Lord's providence procured us a Cap- 
tain fit for the purpoſe, This voyage has been 
crowned with ſucceſs; they have been preſerved from 
great danger, and have been favourably received by 
the Eſquimaux. The Miſſionaries have preached the 
Goſpel often to them in large and ſmall companies, 
and they have reaſon to hope, not without effect. Thus 
far the Lord has graciouſly helped: 


Now we are preparing to form a Settlement among 
them, and as the Eſquimaux are noted for their 
thieving, treacherous and cruel diſpoſition, we truſt in 
the Lord, that he will protect our Brethren, when they 
live among them, and help us alſo with regard to the 
conſiderable expences this expedition will be attended 
with, 


Having already greatly exceeded the bounds of this 
letter, 1 will not dwell upon other attempts of the 
Brethren which are now in hand, but proceed to the 
queſtion ; 


By what means are the Brethren enabled to ſupport 
ſuch very large undertakings? 


Our Miſſions among the Heathen have been fur- 
thered and ſupported with great zeal and concern of 
D 2 heart 
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heart by the late Count Zinzendorf, from their very 
beginning, to his entering into the joy of his Lord. 
At firſt the Miſſions were but few, and the expences 
required for their ſupport did not amount to very 
conſiderable ſums. But as the Miffions became more 
numerous from time to time, ſome members of the 
Congregation, and other friends, found themſelves 
moved to take ſhare in, and promote, by voluntary 
contributions, the furtherance of the Goſpel; and this 
they did either by aſſiſting the Brethren's Miſſions in 
general, or one or another Miſſion in particular. As 
theſe Miſſions continually grew more and more nu- 
merous and conſiderable, God has cauſed this kind 
aſſiſtance alſo to encreaſe. Yet now and then, par- 
ticularly when new Eſtabliſnments were formed, the 
Brethren who are appointed to provide for the Miſ- 
ſions, have been obliged to borrow money for the 
purchaſe of as much land as was needful, for the 
building of dwellings for the Miſſionaries, &c. till 
they were enabled to pay it off again, as it came in. 
But that every thing relating to the Miſſions might 
be tranſacted in a ſuitable and orderly manner, ſen- 
ſible and faithful men are choſen from time to time, 
at the Synods of the Unity, who are appointed 
Deputies to manage the Diaconate of the Miſſions, 
They have the general care of the external affairs 
of the Miſſions in all parts of the world; they receive 
the voluntary contributions from the Brethren's Con- 
gregations and from other friends; for the Miſſions have 
no other funds than thoſe Contributions; they do 
their utmoſt to defray the neceſſary expences by this 

means, 
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means, and they keep regular accounts of the receipts 
and diſburſements. The Diaconate of the Miſſions have 
not only the care of providing for the Miſſionaries on 
their voyages and journeys by land and fea; of ſupport- 
ing them, as far as lies in their power, when they are 
among the Heathen , but alſo of providing for their 
children in the ſchools appointed for the education of 
our children in Europe or America, and alſo for the 
widows of ſuch who depart this life in the about 
among the Heathen. 


The Brethren who at preſent are employed in pro- 
viding for the Miſſions in general, have an arduous 
taſk, they ſerve joyfully the work of God among the 
Heathen without any ſalary, and their -only recompence 
is. that they are employed in ſuch an important cauſe 


of our Lord, and that they aſſiſt in the e of 
the Goſpel. 


It would be impoſſible for theſe Brethren to provide 
all that is required for the ſupport of the Miſſions, if 
on the one hand the Lord had not enkindled a Zeal in 
our Conzregations, and in the hearts of the members 
thereof, and of thoſe friends out of our circle, who 
with to ee he Kingdom of God come, and who have 
been informed of the circumſtances of our Miſſions, 
to take ſhare in, and to lend real aſſiſtance to this 
work ot God, fo that the pooreſt are willing to throw 
in their mites: and if, on the other hand, our Miſſio- 
naries and their Aſſiſtants among the Heathen, did not 
make it cheir concern to be as frugal as poſſible, TheMiſ- 
ſionaries, 
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ſtonaries, as much as their occupation in preaching the 


Goſpel, and taking care of the Souls of the poor Hea- 
then will permit, do their utmoſt to earn their own 
bread by the work of their hands, and thus to make the 
eare of thoſe employed in providing what is neceſſary 
for the Miſſions as eaſy as poſſible to them. This is 
more particularly the caſe in ſome places, as in St. 
Thomas, where our Brethren have been able, through 


the regulations they have made, to provide for their 


maintenance almoſt entirely; ſo that now commonly 
nothing falls upon the Diaconate of the Miſſions, ex- 
cept the journeys and voyages thither and back again, 
and ſuch eee expences, as building of 
n &c. 


In the year 1742 ſome Brethren, who live in Lon- 
don, formed themſelves into a ſociety, by the name of 
the Brethren's Society for the furtherance of the Goſ- 
pel, with a view to aſſiſt in this bleſſed work, to which 
they were the more encouraged, as a great part of the 
Miſſionaries, who paſs and repaſs, naturally go by the 
way of London. This little Society in the beginning 
did more than they themſelves, at firſt, could have ex- 
pected. It was however for ſeveral years in a declining 
ſtate. But, about two years ago, the old members of 
the Society formed themſelves anew into a body, to 
which they added ſeveral others. Since then they have 
continued in a ſtate of bleſſed activity, and been ena- 
bled by their own voluntary contributions, by gifts 
from friends out of our circle, and by two ſmall le- 
gacies, to lend real aſſiſtance to the Miſſionaries who 
have 
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have paſſed through London, and among the reſt they 
have defrayed the whole of the paſſage of the Miſſio- 
naries who went this year to the Coaſt of Labrador; 
and they hope, by the bleſſing of the Lord, to lend con- 
fiderable affiſtance to the eſtabliſhment of the Miſ- 
ſion - Settlement on that Coaſt next ſpring. 


Thus they afford a great aſſiſtance to the general 
Diaconate of the Miſſions. You haye a more full 
account of this Society for the furtherance of the Goſ- 
pel, in a letter from J. H. to a friend, publiſhed 3 in the 
year 1768. 


I cannot conclude without obſerving, that as there is 
no fixed ſalary ſettled upon any Miſſionary, nor any 
proſpe& of their ever gaining the leaſt pecuniary ad- 
vantage by their entering into this ſervice, nothing but 
the Love of Chriſt can conſtrain them to engage in 
this work; and their only reward is, when they ſee 
the Heathen, overcome by divine Grace, bowing their 
knees unto, and joining already here below in praiſing 
„% the Lamb that was ſlain, who has loved us and 
6 waſhed us from our ſins in his own blood.“ 


Notwithſtanding all the regulations made, as above 
related, we are often in pain that it is not in our power 
to give more effectual aſſiſtance to thoſe who in the ſer- 
vice of our Lord, among the Heathen, venture their lives 
and carry their ſouls in their han de, end to render 
their arduous work more eaſy to them, 


Thus, 
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Thus, my dear Friend, I have given you a brief, 
though a much longer account, than I intended. 


He who has bought the fouls of Men with his own 
blood, and who“ ſhall have the Heathen for his Inhe- 
© ritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the earth for his 
<« poſſeſſion, be praiſed for what he has done by means 
of the Brethren ; and I am perſuaded that all thoſe whe 
love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and wiſh for the happineſs 
of their fellow-creatures, will join in prayer, that the 
Lord of the harveſt may continue to bleſs and proſ- 
per this important work, until “ the Knowledge of the 
« Lord covereth the earth, even as the waters cover 


ec the fea.” 5 
£ A SVS! 


As for you, my dear Friend, I know and haye ſeen 
how zealouſly your ſoul wiſheth for the time, when 
© the fulneſs of the Gentiles ſhall come in, and all Iſ- 
cc rael be ſaved,” in which wiſh you are joined by 


Your loving and faithful Friend, 


Benjamin La Trobe. 
F I _ 'N I 8. 


ERRATUM. 
Page 15. line 7. from the bottom, for mother read fer. 


. 
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In the year 1767, was publiſhed, in two Volumes, 


HE Hiſtory of Greenland, containing a deſcrip- 

tion of the Country and its Inhabitants; and 
particularly, a relation of the Miſſion carried on for 
above theſe thirty years by the Unitas Fratrum at New- 
Herrnhuth and Lichtenfels in that Country. By DA- 
vip CranTz. And is ſtill ſold by J. Dodſley, in Pall- 
Mall; T. Becket and P. A. de Hondt; and T. Cadell, 
Succeſſor to A. Millar, in the Strand; W. Sanday, in 
Fleet- ſtreet; S. Bladon, in Pater-noſter-row; E. and 
C. Dilly, in the Poultry; and at all the Brethren's 
Chapels. " 


And in this year 1771, is publiſhed, 


The Acts of the Days of the Son of Man, or the 
hiſtory of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, compre- 
hending all that the four Evangeliſts have recorded 
concerning Him: All their relations being brought 
together in one narration ; ſo that no circumſtance is 
omitted, but that ineſtimable Hiſtory is continued in 
one ſeries, in the very words of our Engliſh verſion. 
Sold at Mr. Huggins's, Goldſmith's-Court, New-ſtreet, 
Fetter-lane ; E. and C. Dilly, in the Poultry; T. Becket, 
oppoſite the New Church in the Strand; and at all 
the Brethren's Chapels, 
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OF THE 


MISSION, &. 


HE Eſquimaux, who are the inhabitants of 
the coaſt of Labrador, from the 55th to the 
both degree Northern latitude, have been hi- 
therto known under no other character than that of a 
thieviſh, treacherous, and murderous race of ſavages. 
But after the Brethren had made feveral voyages to that 
coaſt, with a view to get acquainted with this nation, 
and were thereby certified, that the Efquimaux had 
the ſame language with the Greenlanders, only ſome- 
what differing in the dialect, as has been already rela- 
ted in the Succine? View f the Miſſions e/labliſhed 
among the Heathen by the Church of the Brethren, 
page 23—27 ; and it appearing that they were in all 
probability the ſame nation originally, it was reſolved 
to eſtabliſh a miſſion- ſettlement among them. 


Many Brethren offered themſelves to enter upon 
this arduous undertaking, though they were, in no 
wiſe, ignorant of the dangers attending it. Out of 
theſe, three married pairs, one widower, and ſeven 
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ſingle Brethren were fixed u pon to n this ſettle- 
ment. They were, 


Jens Haven, who was the firſt brother that went in 
ſearch of the Eſquimaux. He felt, even before he 
went to Greenland, an impulſe to carry to this ſavage 
nation the goſpel of their redemption, and undiſmayed 
by the many difficulties and dangers which he had met 
with, and might ſtill have to encounter, he went with 
his wife in this company. 


Chriſtian Laerſen Drachart, an old Miſſionary, who 
is frequently mentioned in Crantz's Hiſiory of Green- 
land, having ſerved the Lord twelve years among the 
Greenlanders, waited, as a widower, many years 
with earneſt deſire, that the door might be opened to 
the Eſquimaux, and that he might end his days in 
the miniſtry of the Goſpel among them. He accor- 
dingly failed with the reſt, the third time, to Labrador, 


Chriſtopher Braaſen, a phyſician and ſurgeon, who 
was ſtirred up on his viſit in Greenland to devote 
himſelf to the ſervice of the Lord among theſe ſavages, 


went thither with his wife, 


John Schneider, born in Moravia, who had been alſo 
ſeveral years an aſſiſtant in the Miſſion. in Greenland, 


but afterwards waited a conſiderable time in America 


till the door ſhould be opened to the Eſquimaux. 
He at length obtained his wiſh to go with his wife to 


Labrador, 
Joſeph 


EP I 


Joſeph Neuſſer, who had alſo been ſeveral years an 
aſſiſtant in the Miſſion in Greenland, and 


Stephen Jenſon, who was appointed to have the 
care of the externals in this Miſſion; 


And five other aſſiſtants, all Single Brethren, were 
choſen to enter upon this undertaking. | 


Theſe came altogether from their different habita- 
tions hither, to Lindſey-houſe in Chelſea; and their 
ſimplicity, deliberate zeal, and devoteineſs of heart, 
was an edification to all thoſe who converſed with 


them. 


At the requeſt of the Deputation of the Miſſions *, 
the Brethren's Society for the Furtherance of the Goſ- 
pe] among the Heathen d, undertook to fit out and 
eſtabliſh this Miſſion with a zeal and heartinefs which 
muſt render them truly reſpectable; for although it 
was evident to themſelves, that it would be beyond 
the ability of their little company (with that which 
the Deputation, who have ſo many Miſſions to pro- 
vide for, could contribute towards the expences) to 
raiſe the ſums neceſſary for ſuch a great undertaking; 
yet they truſted in the Lord, to whom there is no reſtraiut 
to execute his will by many or by few, that he would 
ſtir up not only our brethren and ſiſters, but alſo the 


* "Thoſe Brethren choſen at the ſynod, to have the general care of the 
external affairs of all the miſſions, are called the Deputation of the Miſſions. 


§ This ſociety is eſtabliſhed in London. 
Jovers 


161 
lovers of the kingdom of Feſus and the friends of man- 
Eind to aſſiſt them, and their hopes have not been put 
to ſhame. 


As it was needful, that the Miſſionaries ſhould be 
provided with all neceſſaries of every kind, therefore 
a houſe was framed here, that ſo it might be erected 
upon their arrival, and made habitable before the ſhip 
left the coaſt. Bricks, mortar, boards, ſhingles, caſt 
iron ſtoves, and all neceflary furniture, was procured for 
them, partly here, and partly in Newfoundland. And 
as they had but very little hopes of procuring their 
maintenance by hunting and fiſhing, therefore a quan- 
tity of ſuitable proviſions for a year at leaſt, and cloaths 
proper fer that inhoſpitable climate, were fent with 
them. Though what was provided was but ſcanty, 
yet they received it with great thankfulneſs, and their 
joy in the hopes of being a bleſſing to the Eſquimaux 
made them ſuperior to all the difficulties and inconve- 
niences. | 


Government ſhewed a kind attention to their ſafety, 
and Mr. Byron, who ſucceeded Sir Hugh Pallifer, in 
the government of Newfoundland and Labrador, was 
fo good as to iſſue a proclamation, forbidding every 
one to moleſt the Brethren in their ſettlement, or to 
male- treat the poor Eſquimaux in any wiſe, 


The owners, who had reſolved to purchaſe a ſhip 
merely for the ſake of this Miſſion, had, in the foregoing 


years, ſuſtained a conſiderable loſs, yet they determined 
to 


ih 
to purchaſe a larger ſhip for the carrying the Brethrem 
to Labrador, they being paid by the Brethren's So- 
ciety for the Furtherance of the Goſpel, for the 
freight of the paſſengers and their goods. 


Every thing being prepared for the voyage, they 
were, at a ſolemn meeting in the Brethren's Chapel 
in Fetter- lane, London, on the 5th of May, 1771, 
recommended, in a fervent and affecting prayer, to 
the gracious protection and keeping of our Father in 
heaven, to the grace and preſence of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and to the kind guidance of the Holy Ghoſt; 
and on the $th of the ſame month they went on board 
the ſhip Amity, with confident and joyful hearts, and 
arrived, after a tedious and troubleſome voyage, at St. 
John's in Newfoundland, on the firſt of July. 


They met here with much kindneſs from ſome of 
the inhabitants; and having ſoon compleated their 
ſtores, ſailed on the 7th for Labrador. | | 


'T kis laſt part of their voyage was ſtill more difficult 
and dangerous. They were often obliged, on account 
of ſtorms, to run into bays between numberleſs iflands 
and ſunken rocks, with which this coaſt abounds. 
They were often environed wich great mountains of 
ice and ice- fields, which were terrible to the very mari- 
ners: but the Lord helped them out of all the dangers 
with which they were encompaſſed, and gave them the 
joy to ſee, meet and ſpeak, at ſundry times, with ſome 
of the Eſquimaux. As ſoon as the Indians- beard that 

| they 


5 War, 

they were Brethren who would dwell among them, 
and that Jens Ingoak (little Jens, ſo they called Brother 
Haven) was there, they expreſſed much joy, and were 
very ready to ſerve them, by giving them directions 
how to find the harbour which they had choſen the 
foregoing year. They caſt anchor in the deſired ha- 
ven on the gth of Auguſt. And their firſt bufineſs 
was to return thanks and praiſes to the Lord, whoſe 
help they had ſo often experienced, 
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They went on ſhore the next day, being the 10th of 
Auguſt, to- take a nearer view of the ground, and to 
fix upon the ſpot on which they would ere& their 
houſe. One of the texts + appointed for that day in 
all the Brethren's Congregations was particulatly im- 
preſſive and encouraging, It was, 


— 
- 


2 


Thou ſhalt bring them in, and plant them in the 
© mountain of thine inheritance, in the place, O 
« Lord, which thou haſt made for thee to dwell in, in 
c the ſanctuary which thine hands have eſtabliſhed,” 
Exod. xv. 16. To which was added the collect. 


ee We ſurely are a work of thine own hand, 
Thy ſouls, on whom thou'ſt deign'd thy blood to 
cc ſpend, 
© By thy holy Spirit to thee directed, 
A cov'nant people, by free grace, elected 
& To endleſs bliſs.” 
+ There are two texts appointed for each day throughout the year, 


which are uſed in all the Brethren's Congregations z and a ſhort collect, 
being generally ſome lines of a hymn, is ſubjoined, 8 
They 


„ 
They immediately ſet about erecting their houſe, 
incloſed it with paliſades, and were ſo far ready, on 
the 22d of September, that they could enter into it and 
lodge in two rooms; and the worthy Captain, who 
had, with his crew, given them all poſſible aſſiſtance, 
could ſet fail for England on the 24th of September. 


The place which the Brethren have choſen for their | 
habitation upon the main land, is ſo ſituated, that both 
the Nunenguat* Tribe, who dwell on the iſlands between 
them and the open ſea, and the other Eſquimaux, who 
uſually go from the South to the North and back again, 
paſs by it; and thus they have an opportunity to hear 
the Goſpel there. | 


Brother Drachart began directly to preach the Goſ- 
pel of reconciliation to the Savages, while the reſt of the 
Brethren were employed in building : Their fituation 
was Critical, it was, as one of .them writes, as if each 
with one of his hands wrought in the work, and with the other 
held a weapon ; for it was neceſſary fer them to uſe all 
precaution, and to be conſtantly upon their guard againſt 
the attempts of a nation, to whom ſtealing and mur- 
dering were become, through habit, a ſecond nature. 
But, praiſed be God, who preſerved them with ſuch 
a powerful arm, and who turned the hearts of the Eſ- 
quimaux to ſuch friendſhip towards the Brethren, that 
there was no occaſion to make uſe of any kind of wea- 
pons againſt them. The Brethren ſoon diſcovered a 
very conſiderable difference between the conduct of 
theſe ſavages now. and when they firſt ſaw them. For- 
» They are called Nunenguaks, becauſe the diftrit in which they live 

is galled Nunenguak, : | 
| B | merly 


- 9 — 
- wy + c — — m > 
—_ - — 1 — — 
2 i - 3.0 <<Z - — * = 


$2, 7 


— — 


— 
2 = 
— — 1 gp 


— 
— —_— 
* * — 

N 


3 
* — 


— 
— — 2 


_— 2 © — 
— 22 — 
— n 
4 3 


1101 
merly, they were. bold and. impudent, and looked upon 


the Europeans as upon dogs, giving them the appella- 


tion, Kablunets, that is, Barbarians, but called them- 
faves Innuit, which ſignifies Men. Now, they ex- 
preſſed their deſire to hear the good news, and ſhewed, 
of their own accord, that they had no ſecret murdering 
knives concealed in their ſleeves, or under their jackets, 
nor 'bows and arrows, nor darts hid in their kajaks *. 


They began to prove by facts, that their uſual addreſs to 


the Brethren, when they firſt met them, Ilingutegelpogut, 
{we are friends) was truth, and flowed from their 
hearts. The Brethren therefore conclude the journal 
which they ſent to Europe with theſe words, We 
have reaſon to thank our Lord for preſerving us hi- 
* therto beyond all our expectation, and all our Bre- 
ce thren and Sifters and friends, who hear this, will 
© praiſe the Lord with us.“ 


The owners reſolved to ſend the ſhip again in the 
Spring of 1772; but as their former loſs was conſider- 
ably encreaſed by the laſt voyage, they determined to 
fend her to fiſh upon the banks of Newfoundland, be- 
fore fhe ſailed to Labrador with the proviſions ſent for 
the Brethren's uſe this year, 


_ The ſhip ſtaid longer out than was expected, and did 
ge 

not return to London until December. This delay 

: "= us much concern, and we were not without pain- 


1 A Kajack is a ſmall boat, ſharp at both ends, the ribs are wade of 
wood; theſe are covered altogether with Seal ſkin, in the middle is a hole, 
Into which the man thruſts his legs, and the lower part of his body, and 
fits with his legs extended. Theſe boats hold but one man, who makes 


W and can get very ſpeedily forward. ful 
u 


fn 1 
ful apprehenſions; but our good brethren in Nain 8 bad 
reaſon to have more frightful and anxious thoughts on 


account of the ſhip's remaining ſo long abſent from 
them. 


After the departure of the ſhip in the foregoing year, 
they had enough to do to finiſh their houſe, and to ſe- 
cure themſelves againſt the cold, which is much more 
intenſe there than in Greenland, although their houſe 1 is 
almoſt ſeven degrees more to the South than our ſettle- 
ment in that country. The ice does not thaw, ſo as 
to clear the harbour, till towards the end of June. 4 


Though they did all in their power to obtain freſh 
proviſions by hunting, fowling, and fiſhing, yet they 
got but a very ſmall quantity, having ſhot but twoRein- 
deers, and about an hundred Ruypers, a bird a little 
bigger than a-patridge. This was certainly but a ſmall 
pittance for ſuch a large family. 5 

As the ſhip, after having concluded the Aſking on 
the Banks, had a very flow paſſage to Labrador by rea- 
ſon of contrary winds and much ice, and did not reach 
Unity -Harbour until the end of October, the Brethren 
began to give up all hopes of her arrival, and of their 
getting any proviſions this year. They had but two 


5 They called their bouſe Nain, and the harbour before the houſe, 
Unity-Harbour, 


| The reaſon of this is, that the N. W. wind, which is theſevereſt, comes 
over an arm of the ſea to our ſettlement in Greenland, by which means 
the cold is leſſened z whereas this ſevere wind, which blows the greateſt 
part of the winter in Labrador, comes to Nain over an immenſe” frozen 
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{ 12 ] 
pleces of fleſh- meat left, and very little of other proviſions, 
and had the diſmal proſpe& of ſtarving for vant of the 
neceſſaries of life. They therefore ſought out and ga- 
thered all the red and black berries under the hills, dri- 
ed them, and laid them carefully by. From the Eſqui- 
maux they could expect little or no aſſiſtance, notwith- 
ſtanding the good will ſeveral of them teſtified; for 
theſe poor improvident ſavages ſuffer often themſelves ſo 


great want, that ſome, almoſt every year, die through 


hunger +, 


Thus ſituated, their diſtreſs was turned into the 
greater joy, when the ſhip at laſt, contrary to their ex- 
pectations, appeared in Unity-Harbour on the 28th of 
October. In their letters they expreſs themſelves on 
this occaſion thus: 


4 Had you ſeen the joy that reigned among us, 
« when we heard that the ſhip was arrived, you would 
& certainly never forget it; for we had given her up, 


and had devoted ourſelves to the moſt extreme degree 


« of poverty, I cannot ſay that a dejected ſpirit ruled 
« among us before ; but we were reſolved to ſurren- 
c der ourſelves up to all circumſtances, hoping and 
<« truſting that He who has ſent us hither, who has 
& counted our hairs, and without whoſe permiſſion 
none of them could fall to the ground, would pre- 
ie ſerve us.” ——In another letter it is remarked : 


+ The ſavages had been in ſuch want the foregoing winter, that they 


were obliged to dig up ice eight feet thick on the ſtrand, to get muſcles and 
. ſea weeds to ſtay their hunger and preſerve life, 


With the ſhip their number was eacreaſed by a brother who went to 
Labrador to dwell with them. | | 
285 The 


[ 13] 
te The ſhip's ſtaying away ſo long had two effe qs; 
cc firſt, It convinced us that nothing was impoſſible to 
ce the Lord, and that he can command the ſeas that 
* they ſhould remain open, that, though fo late in the 
« year, the ſhip could come hither. Secondly, It made 
* us more thankful for the proviſion ſent to us*” 


Touching the main object of thcir ſettlement, one of 


them writes as follows : 


„ The word of the croſs, and of the great atoning 
* Sacrifice, has been, at every opportunity, yea with- 
ce out ceſſation, prezched by us unto the Eſquimaux. 
e Brother Drachart has particularly ſhewn great 
c faithfulneſs herein; for he ſcarcely ever ſpeaks with 
e them of any thing elſe. They hear it, and for the 
« oreateſt part wonder at it. Sometimes they will not 
«© hear, go away from him, and begin to laugh; but 
«© he is ſtill patient, and goes on in hope. We diſ- 
„cover however joy ful traces in ſome, that the word 
© of the croſs, which can even melt rocks, does not 
ce return without leaving ſome effects on one or ano- 
<« ther of them. May our Saviour grant that it may 
e ſoon take deep root in their hearts!“ 


Notwithſtanding the exceſſive cold in winter, ſome 
of the miſſionaries ventured to go over the ice and ſnow 
on a viſit, and to preach the goſpel to the Eſquimaux 
in their winter houſes, which are built of pieces of 
ſnow +, The miionaries were not only received and 


lodged 
| & The manner of forming theſe houſes is this: they chuſe a large erift 


. ons dig an oval hole in it as large as they want the houſe, They then 
cut 


[14] 

lodged in a very friendly manner by the Eſquimaux, 
but they were conſtantly viſited by numbers of them as 
foon as they could drive from their habitations on the 
iſlands, to the Brethren's dwelling, over the frozen ſea, 


on fledges drawn by dogs t. And as ſoon as the ice 
was gone, the viſits were ſtill more numerous 8. 


The confidence of the ſavages to the Brethren, had 
increaſed in ſuch a manner, that they aſked their advice 
in all their circumſtances. A particular inſtance of 
their confidence and attention to the Brethren had occur- 
red this year. There aroſe ſuch a quarrel between 
ſome of the Eſquimaux of Nunenguak and Arbartoh, 
that the latter threatened to murder the former. 
Thoſe of Nunenguak therefore fled to the Brethren, 
and defired their protection. The Brethren would not 


eut out pieces of ſnow of three feet long, two feet broad, and one foot 
thick ; with theſe they arch over this hole. Inſtead of a window, they 
eut a hole in the arch, and fix in a ſlab of ice, which gives tolerable light, 
They dig a long crooked low entry through the ſnow to thedwelling, and uſe 
2 ſlab of frozen ſnow for the door. They leave an elevation of about twenty 
inches high in the midft of the houſe, on which they lay ſkins and ſleep, 


t Theſe ledges are ſometimes drawn by fourteen, by twenty, yea, they 
have ſeen twenty-eight dogs before ſuch a ledge, They run all abreaft, 
Their harneſs is all bound together to a thick thong, which, paſſing thro? 
» ſtrong ring, is faſtened to the ſledge. The driver alſo binds all the reins 
together ; his whip has a handle of about ten inches or a foot long, but 
the laſh is from twenty to twenty-four feet in length, and he can govern 
bis dogs tolerably expertly. Theſe poor dogs are all half ſtarved ; they 
frequently eat their harneſs, and are then beaten moſt unmercifully. 


S The Eſquimaux can go much more conveniently from place to place 
in their Kajaks and women's boats, when the water is open, than on their 
ſledges over the ice, and are not ſo much expoſed to the cold. This is the 
reaſon of the viſits being more numerous in ſummer than in winter, 


diſ- 
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diſappoint.their good confidence, but promiſed to pro- 
tet them, upon condition that they would concur with 
them in endeavouring to make peace between them and 
their enemies. Not long after, one of their enemies, 
who was reſolved upon murder, came alſo upon the 
Brethren's land. By the defire of theſe Eſquimaux, 
who complained of this man, and who were ten in 
number, among whom was Tugluina, the huſband of 
the well-known woman Mital, and his brother Segu- 
liak, a meeting was appointed between him and them, 
in the preſence of the Brethren. The ten accuſers, 
one after the other, delivered their teſtimonies againſt 
the accuſed, and he defended himſelf as well as he 
could ; but they puſhed him ſo hard, that at leagth he 
began to weep. Then Brother Drachart began to 
ſhew unto them, that God would, by this opportunity, 
convince them of their wretched condition, and bring 
them into another and happier way of thinking. He 
aſked the accuſed, whether he was ſorry for his wicked 
murdering thoughts and intentions ? whether he.would 
lay them aſide, and would for the future love his coun- 
trymen as his brethren? and ſome more ſuch queſ- 
tions, As he anſwered all theſe queſtions in the affir- 
mative, and not without emotion, he then addreſſed the 
accuſers, and aſked them whether they would forgive 
him, and, forgetting all that had paſſed, make peace, 
and would alſo for the future loye him as their coun- 
tryman ? Nine of them expreſſed their readineſs to for- 
give him, but one would not give an anſwer. Brother 
Drachart took this man aſide into his chamber, and 
aſked him why he would not forgive? At firſt he repli- 
ed, that he did not believe that the accuſed. meant 

honeſtly 
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honeſtly what he ſpoke with his lips. Drachart repre- 
fented unto him, that God could change the hearts ; 
that he himſelf had ſuch a bad heart that God muſt 
change it, why then would he not forgive his coun- 
tryman? Through this converſation he became ſo ten- 
der, that he declared his willingneſs to lay aſide all en - 
mity. He went back into the aſſembly with Drachart, 
and publicly declared his readineſs to forgive. Thus 
peace was not only eſtabliſhed among them, but the 
Eſquimaux reſolved among theniſelves, that when any 
differences ſhould for the future ariſe, or evil reports be 
ſpread of each other, they would go directly to the 
Brethren, beg to have ſuch another meeting, and make 
up their differences amicably, Thus the Lord approved 
his ſervants to the ſavages as peace-makers, and thereby 
ſtrengthened their faith, that he would, in his good 
time, open their hearts and ears that they may become 
obedient to the faith. 


With this hope, and with an emboldened mind, 
they concluded the firſt year of their abode among 
theſe ſavages; and by the accounts received of their 
preſervation and chearful perſeverance in the work of 
the Lord, the Congregations of the Brethren were 
filled with praiſe and thankſgiving “. 


But with a view to come more to the aſſiſtance of 
the miſſion by council and deed, both in their inter- 


We cannet help mentioning, that Siſter Haven was delivered of a 
fon, who was baptized in the Eſquimaux language, in the preſence of the 
Eſquimaux, and called John-Benjamin. The Eſquimaux are exceeding 
fond of this child. Another Siſter was delivered, but the child was 
ill. born. . 


nal 
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nal and external affairs, the Brethren, to whom the 
ſynod has committed the general care of all the Bre- 
thren's miſſions, .reſolved to ſend one of their number 
upon a viſitation to Labrador in the ſpring, 1773. 
The Rev. Paul Eugenius Layritz was choſen for this 
purpoſe; and notwithſtanding, his age, being ſixty- ſix 
years old, he declared with chearfulneſs his readineſs to 
undeftake this difficult and dangerous voyage. His 
wife alſo determined to go with him, to be a comfort 
and pleaſure to the three ſiſters in Nain. | 


| They arrived in Lindſey-houſe, Chelſea, on the 5th 
of May laſt year, and were reſolved to go with the ſhip 
to Newfoundland, and either to ſtay on board while the 
was fiſhing, or to wait in St. John's until the ſhip ſhould 
return from the banks, and then to embark for Labra- 
dor. The Owners of the ſhip were again loſers, and 
therefore under the neceſſity of making an addition of 
fifty pounds to every hundred of the original ſtock, to 
enable them to fit out the ſhip for the next voyage. 
However, they ventured to reſolve upon the purchaſe 
of a ſmall veſſel in Newfoundland, which ſhould carry 
Brother and Siſter Layritz, and Brother John Ludwig 
Beck, to Labrador as ſoon as the ice would permit. 


Brother Beck is the eldeſt ſon of John Beck the 
oldeſt Miſſionary in Greenland. He was born in 
Greenland, but was educated from his ſeventh year in 
Germany; and ſome years ago was ſent back to be 
thoroughly inſtructed in the Greenland language by 
his father, and thus be qualified to be pe in the 


miſſion among the Eſquimaux. 
C They 
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They arrived ſafe and well in the harbour of St. 
John's on May the 5th, and much kindneſs was ſhewn 
to them by Mr. White, Judge of the Vice Admiralty 
Court, fo whom the worthy Governor Schuldam had 
recommended Mr, Layritz, as alſo by Juſtice Gill and 
Mr. Gadden. 88 


After Capt. Mugford and Brother John Hill had 
purchaſed and fitted out a ſmall ſloop, Brother Lay- 
ritz and his company embarked, on the 22d of May, 
on board this little loop, from twenty-five to thirty tons 
burthen, called the George, commanded by Mr. Wil- 
ſon, and failed for Labrador: but after failing three 
days, they were ſtopt by a field of ice, which extended 
beyond the bounds of their ſight, and were obliged to run 
with contrary wind, and in a ſtorm, into the bay Notre- 
Dame. Eight days after, they ventured, in company 
with another ſloop from Fogo, to ſail through the broken 
pieces of ice, but were under the neceſſity of return- 
ing to the bay, and got back to their former place with 
great danger. At length they ſet forward on their 
voyage, failing ſlowly along the coaſt; and on the 
24th of June they made the Southern coaſt of Labrador, 
and the next day got ſight of the firſt Eſquimaux in 
eight Kajaks, Theſe, upon being called to, in the 
manner and words uſual in Greenland, ſoon came on 
board, behaved friendly, and were very attentive while 
ſome Greenland verſes were ſung, concerning the re- 
demption by our Saviour. They invited the Brethren 
to viſit them on Camp Iſland, where they had pitch- 
cd their tents. The ſloop accordingly ſailed thither ; 
and although theſe Eſquimaux, who dwell to the 

| South, 
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South, and are called Arbartoks, are of the worſt kind, 
yet they received their viſit in a very friendly manner, 
and about fifty old and young Indians heard the goſ- 
pel, which Brother Layritz preached to them in their 
five tents, and Brother Beck interpreted; they liſtened 
with eager attention, and promiſed to viſit the Brethren 
in Nain, and to hear more of theſe good words. Some 
days after, ſome of their countrymen, about two 
hundred in number, in fix ſhallops, met the little loop 
on the coaſt, ſurrounded her and behaved ſo peaceably, 
that they did not look like the former thieving and 
murdering Eſquimaux. They all knew of the Bre- 
thren in Nain, and ſome related that they had ſlept 
there laſt winter, and that they had heard there, from 
Brother Drachart, the very fame good words which 
Brother Layritz now told them, 


At length they reached the latitude of Nain, after 
having eſcaped many dangers, and particularly one on. 
the 15th of July, when they run upon a ſhoal, and 
were obliged to unload the veſſel upon an iſland that lay 
near them, and thus, through the grace of God, 
they got off without damage. Here they were at a 
loſs, not knowing how to ſteer ſafely through the 
iſlands and rocks which extend far into the ſea before 
Unity-Harbour, but they got fight of an Eſquimaux 
woman's boat*; the owner of which offered to pilot 


What they call a woman's boat, is a large boat, the ribs of which are 
made of wood, but the whole is covered with Seal ſkin, One of theſe 
boats will hold a whole family, with their utenſils, and a great number of 
dogs. They are always rowed by the women, and therefore called wo- 


men's boats. i 
C2 them 
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them through Byron's road to Nain, Thus they ar- 
rived ſafe and well in Unity-Harbour on July 25th, 
and were received with the greater joy, which the Bre- 
thren and Siſters expreſſed by floods of tears, as their 
viſit was quite unexpected, and particularly becauſe a 
Siſter was come to them. The very Eſquimaux, who 
to the number of two hundred had pitched twenty-one 
tents on the ſtrand, were full of joy. Eighteen Ka- 
jaks came to meet the floop as ſhe run into the har- 
bour, and were hung to the floop on the right and on 
the left, and the Eſquimaux came on board to wel- 
come the viſitors. When they landed, theywere ſur- 
rounded by two hundred young and old, and efcorted 


by them to the houſe of the ener with every 
token of joy. 


At the numerous viſits of the Eſquimaux, of whom 
thirty-ſix tents * full had been there at once in the 
beginning of July, the Miſſionaries were uſed to viſit 
them every morning in their tents, and to enquire, 
whether they had kept what they had heard in an honeſt 
and good heart? Towards evening they had always a 
meeting with the Eſquimaux, to which they were 
called by the ſound of a bell. In theſe meetings, firſt 
2 verſe out of the Greenland Hymn Book, was given 
out and ſung, which many of them retain, both as to 
the words and tune, ſo that they can join very well in 
ſinging them. After this the goſpel was preached to 
them in a conciſe manner, Sometimes they were 


* A tent is ſo ſpacious that it can contain a family of fix, eight, ten, 
and ſometimes more, with all their utenſils, 


aſked, 
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aſked, whether they underſtood what they had heard ? 
and upon their deſiring it, it was farther explained to 
them. The Eſquimaux themſelves often aſked for 
a more particular explanation. In the firſt meeting, 
at which Brother Layritz was preſent, he delivered a 
ſhort diſcourſe which Brother Drachart interpreted : 
Then one of the moſt diſtinguiſhed heads of a fa- 
mily* ſtood up, and anſwered in the name of the reſt, 
that they were not only very thankful to the Brethren 
that they came unto them, dwelt among them, and told 
them ſuch good words, but he added, “ we will give our 


hearts to the Saviour,” whom they call Anaurſirſok &, 
c ye will believe in, and love him.” 


They alſo declared the fame, ſome days after, in the 
preſence of Lieutenant Curtis, who had been ſent by 
the Governor in a king's ſchooner, to ſee how the 
Brethren went on, and at the ſame time to ſurvey the 


coalt, 


Upon this occaſion, about thirty of the heads of 
families were aſſembled, Mr. Curtis deſired Brother 
Drachart to inform them, that his Excellency the 
Governor had given orders to acquaint them, that 
they mult leave off ſtealing and murdering ; for who- 


There are no national chiefs or heads either among the Greenlanders 
er Eſquimaux, They all are equals, though ſome Angekoks, who are cun- 
ning, and have bodily ſtrength, have ſome influence upon their countrymen, 
but not as chief or head, The head of a family has naturally an authority 
aver his fam ly. NE, 


S This word Grenifies, He that faves or delivers from dreadful miſ- 
ſortunes. 


ſoever 
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ſoever ſhould be found guilty of theſe crimes, for the 
future, muſt be puniſhed with death. Further, they 
ſhould go no more to the South under pretence of get- 
ting wood for their bows and arrows; but if they 
were under a neceſſity to go thither, they ſhould not do 
it without taking with them a certificate from the Bre- 
thren. Hereupon they replied, It is right that a thief and 
murderer be puniſhed with death, for he deſerves it; 
but ſince they had heard the goſpel of Jeſus, they had 
no more ſtolen or murdered, and they would, for the 
future, do ſo no more. They had not been at the 
South theſe three years, ſince they (the Nunenguaks) 
had heard the Governor's proclamation ; and if any 
of them ſhould be obliged to go to the South, they 
would bring a letter from their Brethren, 4 Mr. Curtis 
affured them of the love of the King and of the Go- 
vernor, and they expreſſed their thankfulneſs in a very 


hearty and friendly manner. 


This teſtimony muſt, agreeable to the truth, be 
given to them, that they become from time to time 
more attached to, and more confident towards the 
Brethren, When they go from Nain to the iſlands or 
the ſea, they commit the goods they moſt value to the 
Brethren to keep for them ; yea, they often leave their 
wives and children under the inſpection and care of 
the Brethren until they return, On this account 
the Brethren reſolved to build a ſtore houſe for them, 
in which they can lay up ſuch proviſions as they 
can procure and ſpare in ſummer, that ſo they may be 
able to dwell with the Miſflonaries in winter, and to 
hear the word of God daily and richly. 


T By © their Brethren,” they meant the miflionaries, 
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It cannot be ſaid as yet with certainty that they are 
converted, and therefore the Miſſionaries will not bap- 
tize any, till they find ſouls who are truly awakened 
by the Holy Ghoſt, and are indeed earneſt'y concerned 
and defirous to obtain grace through the redemption by 
the blood of Chriſt. It muſt however be owned, that 
the preaching of the goſpel unto them has not been in 
vain. The greateſt part of thoſe who dwell around the 
Miſſionaries, are often much affected at what they hear 
of the Saviour of ſinners, and have a reſpect and awe 
for the name of Jeſus. But it is very hard to convince 
them of their ſinfulneſs and corruption; for altho' they 
were formerly the moſt abject ſlaves of their brutal paſ- 
fions, and committed all manner of fleſhly ſins, theft 
and murder, yet they know how to excufe themſelves 
with all kind of ſubterfuges as well as the Europeans : 
The liars comfort themſelves and make uſe of the 
plea, that they are no thieves ; the thieves that they 
are no murderers, ; and the murderers that they are 
not as bad as the Kablunet. And although they have 
ſome notion that there is a great Lord, who created 
heaven and earth, yet they have no kind of divine wor- 
ſhip among them, or any way of paying devotion to 
this Creator. They ſeem to be alſo without any ſenſe 
of condemnation, and are always very expert at ſtifling 
remorſe of conſcience, But ſince they have heard the 
goſpel, they begin to ſee and acknowledge the heinouſ- 
neſs of ſin, alſo to confeſs that they are ſinners, and 
many feel the neceſſity of having a Saviour. The di- 
vine efficacy of the goſpel has approved itſelf unto 
them. The example of the Miſſionaries and their af- 


fiſtants, and their walk conformable te the goſpel, is 
a con- 
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a confirmation of what is preached - unto them, and 
attended with the pleaſing effect, that the Eſquimaux 
inſtead of being, as formerly, like a herd of wild boars 
of the foreſt, appear now, as Brother Drachart ex- 
preſſes it, like a flock of ſheep round about the 

* 
Formerly, no European would have ventured himſelf 
alone with the Eſquimaux, or to have ſpent a night 
with them, on any conſideration: but now the Miſ- 
ſionaries viſit them in their winter habitations at a 
conſiderable diſtance from Nain, fleep: among them 
many nights ſucceffively, preach there the goſpel to 
them, reprove them on account of their heatheniſh 
cuſtoms, - and even ſtop the mouths: of their Ange- 
hoks, or pretended conjurers, ordering them to be 
filent in the midſt of their incantations, Nothing 
can be ſaid to all this, but, This. is the Lord's doing ! 
For the poor Eſquimaux are ſo bewitched with the fa» 
ble of. Torngarſuk, the evil ſpirit, and their Torngaks, 
or familiar ſpirits, that they undertake nothing without 
conſulting them, and are terribly afraid of them. They 
have among them even women, called Illiſcitſals, who 
pretend to have ſuch a ſpirit that make a kind of rumb- 
ling noiſe in their bodies, which noiſe theſe women af- 
terwards explain, and that is looked upon as a predic. 
tion. They are ſo attached to theſe old fables and de- 
ceits, that it is very difficult to turn them from them. 
They would gladly keep their Torngaks, and at the 
ſame time believe in our Saviour. The Angekoks ob- 
ſerye, that, by the preaching of the goſpel, their craft 
is in Ganges of being entirely ruined, and therefore uſe 
all 
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all their cunning and influence that the poor Eſqui- 
maux may not become believers, 


All this makes the following example, which occur- 
red in the foregoing year, the more remarkable : 


A man, whoſe name was Annauke, departed this 
life, calling upon the name of the Lord Jeſus. The 
Brethren ſaw him the firſt time, four years ago, at Cha- 
teau-Bay, when the peace was made by governor Pal- 
liſer with the Eſquimaux. He then had all the appear- 
ance of a thief and murderer ; but in the following years, 
heard the goſpel frequently, and experienced the power 
thereof in a remarkable manner, ſo that his features 
were ſoftened, and from a bear he became a lamb. He 
pitched his tent in Nain, ſtayed there, in the year 
1772, till autumn, and in November removed to his 
winter-houſe, which was at a conſiderable diſtance 
from the Brethren. He came ſometime after from 
thence, and that on foot *, to Nain, merely to hear 
the goſpel, Towards the end of the year and the 
beginning of January it is not peſſible, either for 
the Europeans or Eſquimaux, to paſs or repaſs, as 
there are then commonly the greateſt falls of ſnow, 
the ice firſt ſets in, but is not paſſable on the ſea. 
Therefore the Brethren heard nothing more of An- 
nauke till Brother John Schneider viſited the Eſqui- 
maux in their winter-houſes, and Amauke's wife 
came herfelf in February to the Brethren in Naih, * 


This is a firong evidence of his eagerneſs to hear the goſpel, as the 
Eſquimaux are not accuſtomed to travel on foot; in ſummer they go 
from iſland to iſland in their kajaks or boats, and in winter on their 


edges. s 
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Then the Brethren heard that Arnauke fell ſick in 
December; and it was ſoon evident that his end ap- 
proached. The Eſquimaux are ſo extremely afraid 
of death, that they are ſhocked and terrified to hear 
even the name of a dead perſon mentioned. But Au- 
nauke turned to our Saviour, and declared that he 
did not chuſe to ſtay any longer in the world, but would 
go unto Him. His wife, Niviarſina, when ſhe ob- 
ſerved that his end approached, began, according to the 
cuſtom of the Eſquimaux, to howl and cry, and aſked 
him, O, my dear huſband, wilt thou leave me and 
thy two children?“ The dying Annauke anſwered, 
«© Weep not, I go to the Saviour, who loves mankind 
& ſo much.” This was the more ſtriking, as he had 
no chriſtian at hand to inſtru& him, nor none near him 
whom he might be deſirous to pleaſe, by ſpeaking of 
Jeſus, and expreſſing his reliance upon and love to him. 
And what was ſtill a more clear proof that this was 
the effect of a real work of the Holy Ghoſt in his 
heart, was, that he (as the Angebot, who lived in the 
ſame place, related to Brother Drachart with diſplea- 
ſure) would not have an Angeckok to come to him in 
his ſickneſs, although the Eſquimaux, as ſoon as they fall 
ſick, ſend directly for the Angekok, who acts the Phy- 
ſician, making uſe of certain ſpells over the ſick for their 
recovery. Yea, Annauke, ſince his death, is commonly 
deſcribed by the Eſquimaux themſelves, as the man 
whom the Saviour took to himſelf, The Miſſionaries, 
therefore, by all what they before had ſeen and heard 
of this man, and by the manner of his departure out of 


this 


\ 
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this life, can juſtly look upon him as the firſtling ® in 
that country, upon whom our Saviour certainly ful- 
filled his word, Him that cometh to me, I will in 
cc no wiſe caſt out,” 
- The above inſtance gave the Brethren more courage 
.to form a claſs of Catechumens of ſome in whoſe 


hearts there appeared evident traces of the work of the 


Holy Ghoſt. In this claſs they will be more par- 
ticularly inſtructed in the ways of God. 


The Brethren have alſo reſolved to ere& a proper 


church for the Eſquimaux in which the goſpel may 


be preached to ſome hundreds at once, as the room 


in which they have preached in their houſe is much 


too ſmall, l 


Certain it is that the Miſſionaries and their Aſſiſt- 
ants lead a moſt difficult, inconvenient, and, to fleſh 


and blood, uncomfortable life in this rough and inhoſ- 


pitable climate. The cold is, as has been already men- 
tioned, and as the thermometer proves, much more in- 
tenſe than in Greenland. And although they burn in 
their large ſtoves of caſt iron great quantities of wood, 
by day and night ; yet the windows and walls are all 


»The boy Karpik, of whom mention is made, in the Succin® Nieto of 
the Miffions eftabliſhed among the Heathen by the Church of the Brethren,” page 
25 and 26, was certainly the firſtling of this nation. Annauke is here 
mentioned as the firftling, being the firſt Eſquimaux who departed happily, 
calling upon the name of the Lord Jeſus in Labrador. 
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the winter covered with ice, and the bed cloaths freeze 
to the wall. Rum freezes in the air like water, and 
rectified ſpirits, in the coldeſt weather, ſoon become 
thick like oil. The thermometer is commonly from 
December to April ſeventy degrees below the freezing 
point, The ſea freezes ſo far out, between the iſlands, 
that they cannot get a ſight of open water from December J 
to june. Some of the Brethren ventured togoin February 
to the Eſquimaux about forty miles diſtant from Nain, 
but they endured the moſt extreme hardſhips from the 
cold, Though wrapped up in furs, yet their eye lids 
froze in ſuch a manner together, that they were obliged 
continually to pull away the ice from them, and to 
keep their eyes open with their fingers. One of them 
returned with a pain in his fide ; another with his hand 
frozen and ſwelled like a bladder ; and it was a mercy 
of the Lord, whom they ſerve, that they were cured, 1 
The Eſquimaux, who live chiefly upon blubber, and 
who have probably fatter and more oily blood, can 
certainly endure the cold better than the Europeans ; 
but there are however inſtances that the Eſquimaux 
themſelves are frozen to death in winter, The few 
ſummer months are, on the other hand, ſo much the 
hotter, the thermometer riſing to the eighty-ſixth 
degree: but then they are plagued with an amazing 
ſwarm of malignant muſketoes, which ſting ſo 
violently, that they often return home with ſwelled 
faces. | 


There can be no expectations of any thing like 
agriculture, ſo as to produce grain; this is evident 


EEE 
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from the trials already made. Some ſmall gardens 

which the Brethren have laid out and cultivated, pro- 

duce ſome ſallad, turnips, hardy cabbages and radiſhes, 

but potatoes freeze when they have ſhot up no higher 

than about half a foot. 


By hunting and fiſhing they have hitherto been able 
to procure but very little proviſion, becauſe their ſitu- 
ation upon the continent is not at all favourable thereto. 
Beſides, the great number of Eſquimaux dogs, that 
muſt (cek their own maintenance, prevent the ſuccefs 
they might have in catching fiſh, as theſe half-ſtarved 
dogs, at low water, run into the nets, tear out and 
devour the fiſh, and morever tear the nets to pieces. 


Thus the Brethren muſt be ſupported chiefly by the 
proviſion ſent to them annually from Europe, ſuch as 
flour, ſalt meat, rice, peas and barley, and are heartily 
thankful, partly, that friends are always found who 
contribute thereunto, and partly that they can earn 
ſomething by the work of their hands, to lighten in 
ſome meaſure the expence of ſupporting them. They 
begun laſt year to build boats for the Eſquimaux, 
and to make ſundry implements for their work, and 
utenſils for their houſes, and receive in payment whale- 
bone and blubber, which they ſend hither towards their 
expences. | | 


By the-building boats we have reaſon to hope that 
one great advantage will be obtained, namely, that 
the Eſquimaux will be delivered from the temptation 
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of going to the South to ſteal boats. And by the im- 
plements and utenſils made for them by the Brethren, 


they will be from time to time more enabled to get and - 


increaſe what is neceſſary for their own ſupport. 


Though, by theſe means, the outward ſituation of 
theſe poor ſavages may be greatly improved and ren- 
dered more human, yet it is certainly of incomparably 
greater importance, that they be brought to Jeſus 
Chriſt by the preaching of the goſpel; that they be 
ſanctified by the true faith in Him; and thereby, with 
greater certainty, be civilized and made moral human 
creatures, 


It is this conſideration that enables the Miffionarles 
and their aſſiſtants, notwithſtanding their moſt difficult 
ſituation outwardly, to hold out with chearfulneſs and 
full of faith, in that call which the Lord has given 
them, until the Eſquimaux, in this remote part of the 
earth, ſhall ſee the ſalvation of God. Brother Lay- 
ritz, on his ſafe arrival here with his wife on the 28th 
of October, aſſured us, as an eye witneſs, that this 
was the diſpoſition of thoſe Brethren and Siſters &. 


They had this laſt year, by means of the ſloop, an 
opportunity of viſiting ſix habitations of the Eſqui- 
maux which lie farther North ; they were received every 
where in a friendly and confident manner, and moſt 
preflingly entreated by the poor ſavages (many of whom 
had never ſeen an European before) to come and 


* We will juſt mention that another child had been born in this year, 
and departed this life during Brother Layritz's viſit, and was the firſt 


corpſe laid in the burying ground there, 
| dwell 
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dwell among them, and-to bring them the good words 


of their Creator and Saviour, 


Is the acquiring wealth and fortunes, which laſt 
not for ever, but paſs away, allowed, every where, 


to be a ſufficient motive for long voyages and 


the .enduring great hardſhips? ſurely it is a more 
noble motive, yea, it is of infinitely greater uſe, 
if conſidered merely in a rational point of view, 
to endure hardſhips, even the greateſt, if ſouls, 


who are however our fellow creatures, are there- 


by ſaved from death, brought into a ſtate of peace 


and happineſs, and obtain a well-grounded hope 


of a bleſſed immortality. The love of Chriſt, 
who, though he thought it no robbery to be equal 
with God, made himſelf of no reputation, took 
upon him the form of a ſervant, ſubmitted to be 
deſpiſed and rejected, and became obedient unto death, 
yea, to the death of the ſhameful croſs, to redeem us, 
muſt certainly impel the hearts of the Miſſionaries, 
ſtimulate their zeal, and make them willing to per- 
ſevere with patience in the midſt of all, even the 
greateſt hardſhips, 


Bleſſed be the name of the Lord, who has not 
permitted the labour and trouble of our Brethren 
among the heathen to be in vain.” We have now had 
many years experience, that our gracious Lord has 
crowned the ſimple preaching of the goſpel of his 
incarnation, ſufferings and death, with bleſſing, has 
owned it in grace, that thereby the eyes of the 

heathen 
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heathen have been opened, and they have been turned 
from darkneſs to light, and from the power of fatan 
to the living God. What the moſt juſt and excellent 
moral precepts cannot effect, what all the power of 
philoſphy cannot produce, what all the eloquence and 


arguments of man cannot accompliſh, that is done by 


the word of reconciliation through the blood of Chriſt. 


Of this. the heathen, who have received the faith, 


are a living and inconteſtable proof. 


To proſelyte men from one ſuperſtition to another, 
from one ſpeculative ſyſtem to another, or from one 
ſect or outward form of worſhip to another, whether 
by arguments, or outward pomp, or by any other 
methods, is indeed no buſineſs, for the ſake of which 
our Miſſionaries would give themſelves ſo much trou- 
ble and undergo ſuch difficulties, But to be inſtru- 
ments to direct and bring ſouls to Him, in whom the 
Gentiles ſhall truſt, and to whom every knee ſhall 
bow, of things in heaven and things on earth, and 
things under the earth, it is well worth while to ven- 
ture life and limb to effect this. For it is indubitable, 


that when men, though ever ſo wild and favage by 
nature, are brought to the knowledge of ſalvation in 


Chriſt Jeſus, by the Holy Ghoſt, they will of courſe 


become good and uſeful ſubjects, and benevolent fel- 
low citizens of the world. 


We, therefore, recommend this miſſion among the 
Eſquimaux to the prayers and interceſſion of all thoſe 
who feel the petition in the Lord's prayer, Thy 


kingdom 
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kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is 
„in heaven.“ | 


Our prayer unto the Lord is, that there may never 
be wanting willing and faithful labourers among us, 
who enjoying, in their own hearts, the redemption 
through the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, having their feet 
ſhod, are ready to go forth, and to bear the goſpel 
unto the ends of the earth ; and that all thoſe who 
bear the name of Chriſt, and acknowledge that he 
alone is their ſalvation, may depart from all iniquity, 
and with contrite but gladdened hearts, bow their knees 
and confeſs that Jeſus is the Lord to the glory of 
God the Father. Amen 


. 


